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Councilmember Atkins and Police Chief Lansdowne To Host 
Neighborhood Watch Training November 8th 

COUNCILMEMBER ATKINS, POLICE CHIEF LANSDOWNE TO HOST  

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH TRAINING SAT., NOV 8  

SAN DIEGO — In an effort to reduce crime and make our neighborhoods safer, Third District City 
Councilmember Toni Atkins and Police Chief William Lansdowne will host a workshop on Saturday, 
November 8th, from 9am to noon, to assist residents in bringing Neighborhood Watch to their 
communities. The training will take place at the Normal Heights Community Center, 4649 Hawley 
Boulevard, one block south of Adams Avenue. Doors will open at 8:45am, and refreshments will be 
served.  

“Chief Lansdowne and I have pledged to work with residents to reactivate Neighborhood Watch 
programs as one response to growing concerns around increased crime,” said Councilmember Atkins. 
“During the mid 1990s, Neighborhood Watch programs sprang up in neighborhoods across the city, 
and in record numbers in Council District Three, with more than 200 active watches going strong by 
the end of the decade. I want to help get the old watch programs up and running, but also want to 
start up new programs in neighborhoods that haven’t had active watches in the past.”  

When combined with Citizens Patrol as part of the police department’s overall plan of neighborhood 
policing, Neighborhood Watch was one of the primary reasons that crime dropped steadily by the end 
of the 1990s. However, as crime rates dropped, many of the Neighborhood Watch groups either 
disbanded or simply cut back on their activities.  

“I believe it’s time to re-energize and reactivate our Neighborhood Watch groups in an effort to help 
the police department keep our crime rates at the low levels we’ve come to enjoy over the past 10 
years,” said Atkins. “By attending this training workshop, residents will be able to go back into their 
communities and immediately organize a Neighborhood Watch program on their block. It’s grass-roots 
activism at its finest.”  

(More)  
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Neighborhood Watch is a community-based program which encourages residents to keep watch over 
their neighbors' homes in an effort to cut down on the number of crimes in their neighborhood. It 
originally started in the 1960s as a way to decrease and deter the number of burglaries occurring 
throughout the country.  

"Neighborhood Watch programs have proved themselves time and time again," said Chief of Police 
Lansdowne. "People who make the effort to alert police when there is suspicious activity make 
themselves, their neighbors and their communities safer. That improves the quality of life for 
everyone, and that's really the goal of all of us who work in local government. I'm looking forward to 
working with Councilmember Atkins in revitalizing Neighborhood Watch wherever it's needed in the 
Third District."  

Throughout the years, Neighborhood Watch has grown from an “extra eyes and ears” approach to 
crime prevention to a much more proactive, community-oriented endeavor. Neighborhood Watch 
groups are now incorporating activities that not only address crime prevention issues, but also restore 
pride and unity to a neighborhood. In fact, it’s not uncommon to see Neighborhood Watch groups 
participating in neighborhood cleanups and other activities that affect the quality of life for community 
residents.  

However, it was the adoption of community policing by local law enforcement agencies that most 
greatly contributed to the resurgence in Watch groups over the years. Neighborhood Watch fits nicely 
within the framework of law enforcement/community partnerships, and Neighborhood Watch meetings 
can be a useful forum to discuss neighborhood problems and practice problem-solving techniques.  

“I look forward to working with Chief Lansdowne, the local police officers, and community members to 
make Neighborhood Watch a vital component in our law enforcement strategy for the district,” said 
Atkins.  

The Neighborhood Watch workshop is free and open to the public. To assist with the planning for the 
workshop, residents are asked to RSVP by Nov. 6th to Councilmember Toni Atkins’ office at 619/236-
6633. However, no one will be turned away on the morning of the workshop.  
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